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Fishing the Detroit River  
By Tim Muir 
On April 29, our club hosted a day of fishing on the Detroit river 
for MUCC Executive Director Amy Trotter, Michigan Out of Doors 
magazine editor, and MUCC Public Information Officer Nick Green, 
Policy Assistant Ian Fitzgerald, and State Representative Leslie Love. 
Weather was downright horrible with a decent easterly wind and a 
slight drizzle which turned into a pretty soaking rain by the time we 
called it a day. Fishing, on the other hand, was not bad. It did not take 
long for the new anglers to catch on to jigging and maintain bottom 
contact. Between all of us, 11 walleye were caught and Rep. Love 
caught her first ever walleye. She was so excited and it felt really 
good for us to be a part of that. We have hooked a new angler. She 

is already planning a return 
trip. It was a first time for 
some of the MUCC crew 
as well, as they came over 
from Lansing to fish with us 
for the rain shortened day. 
We also had good 
conversation about the 
need for expanded access 
to the north end of the 
Detroit River, cormorants 
and the need for population 
control, zebra mussels, and 
a few other topics. 
At the end of the day 
everyone had a rain-soaked smile and a fresh walleye dinner to take 
home with them.
A HUGE shout out goes out to Eric Lenz and Jeff VanTorre for being 
our captains for the day. Taking a day off work and fishing with novice 
anglers in pretty bad conditions was difficult. I feel confident speaking 
for them, when we saw the smiles on everyone’s face and especially 
the excitement Rep. Love had as she reeled up her first walleye, it 
was all worth it. Jeff and Eric both do so much for OUR club that goes 
unrecognized. I am beyond happy that they are a part of OUR club, 
the future of OUR club, and also my friends, THANK YOU BOTH! 
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The WALLEYE WORLD is the official monthly newsletter of 
the Lake St. Clair Walleye Association (a 501c3 non-profit 
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editorlscwa@gmail.com. All written or photo contributions are 
the property of the LSCWA Walleye World and subject to edit. 
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expressed in the Walleye World are those of the author and 
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LSCWA, its members, or its advertisers. The LSCWA, the 
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to the use of information contained herein. 700 copies printed 
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editorlscwa@gmail.com
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

WEDNESDAY ~ 7:30 P.M.
MAY 15th, 2019

FOR ALL MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING 
(Walk-ins Welcome)

AMERICAN LEGION POST NO. 4 
401 Groesbeck Hwy. | Mt. Clemens, MI  48043

586-840-7582
Next Reg. Meeting: June 25, 2019 

Log onto our website to find out what is 
happening in and around the Club

www.lscwa.net

CUT OUT COUPON & MAIL

APPLICATION FORM
AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Make check or money order payable to:
LAKE ST. CLAIR WALLEYE ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 130
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

PLEASE PRINT

NAME   _______________________________

ADDRESS   ___________________________

CITY ______________  STATE ___  ZIP  ____

PHONE ___________________

EMAIL ________________________________

q Single Membership $40.00
q Family Membership $45.00 
Includes Spouse & Children to 
16 years
q Renewal

q Senior Citizens $30.00
Includes Spouse
q Senior Family $35.00 
Includes Spouse &  
Grandchildren to 16 years
q Junior $15.00 
Children up to 16 Years Old

q CHECK HERE IF THIS IS AN ADDRESS CHANGE

Referred By:_________________________________________

How did you hear about us? ____________________________

___________________________________________________

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Spring to Summer 2019

May 15th  ...................... General Membership Meeting

May 17th-19th ........ Derby Weigh in Angler’s Pt 3-4pm

May 18th ................................................ May Madness

May 21st  ...........................Board of Directors Meeting

June 1st-2nd  ................................ MWT Lake St. Clair

June 7th-8th .......................... Bo Soulliere Tournament

June 19th ...................... General Membership Meeting

June 21st-23rd .......... Derby Weigh-in Lakeside 3-4pm  
 .................................................... & MUCC Convention

June 25th ...........................Board of Directors Meeting
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Been out fishing yet? Been a 
struggle for me to get out as 
the weather on the weekends 
lately has not been the greatest. 
The first half of the trade-a-trip 
has been postponed due to 
bad weather. Hopefully that will 
change and those that work 
during the week can get out and 
catch a few. I have heard of good fishing almost everywhere. 
The one place you won’t get them is on the couch. Get out there 
if you can and take advantage of some good fishing. 
We are really gearing up for May Madness. This tournament 
has grown every year and has become our premier event. It 
has even drawn attention from outside of Michigan. One way to 
keep it going is to help out. Volunteer to help. We need help with 
boat checks in the morning, helping get everyone in the water 
and most definitely with the weigh-in in the afternoon. There will 
also be a lot of really good raffle prizes. You do not have to be in 
the tournament to buy tickets. Huge shout out to Jeff, Eric, Rob, 
Rich Don, Mike, Cookie and the rest of the crew for organizing 
this. It really is quite a bit of work but well worth it. We also need 
to thank our sponsors. Without them, there would be no May 
Madness. There are too many to name. I do not want to leave 
someone out, but THANK YOU to all our sponsors. 
April derby saw some pretty bad weather. The turnout was light, 
which was disappointing, but not that unexpected. Hopefully 
next month, with May Madness and the May derby, participation 
will increase. As Rich always said in his column…this is your 
club be a part of it. I cannot stress enough that this is more than 
a fishing club. The friendships made are more valuable than the 
fishing. Come on out and weigh a fish or if you don’t have one, 
come on out and see the weigh in. Everyone will be more than 
willing to share their info. 
Clubs like OURS get the way they do by participation of its 
members. We are lucky to have a great group of guys that are 
willing to help out and take part in our club functions. Without 
help we could not do half of what we do. We can always use 
more help to make OUR club the best it can be. Don’t be shy 
and ask myself or any board member, we will gladly take any 
help to make OUR club better. 
Stay safe out there and good fishing,
Tim

BINGO
Prizes are mounting every week. Come 

on out give it a try and support your club. 
Prizes total $2200 every night or more!  

20791 E. 13 Mile Rd 
Roseville, MI 48066  

 
Doors open at 4PM • Play at 6PM  

We are always looking for volunteers.
See Rich at our meetings or events. 
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277 CURRENT MEMBERS

MISSION STATEMENT
To protect, preserve, and promote the  
walleye fishing in Michigan through 
conservation, education, and enhancing 
fishing opportunities for all; celebrating  
our tradition since 1976.

LSCWA BYLAW CHANGE
By Bob Barnes 
LSCWA members there will be a vote at the July 2019 
general membership meeting to revise our bylaws. 
Currently they state in Section 4:  The Treasurer 
has the responsibilities to coordinate all income and 
disbursement of monies.  He/she shall deposit all 
monies received by the organization into the appropriate 
Commercial bank accounts.  The Treasurer shall be 
required to provide a detailed accounting of all financial 
transactions on a monthly basis.  In addition, the 
Treasurer must provide the same for a quarterly audit to 
be submitted to the Board of Directors for their approval.  
A quarterly audit is to be done by a CPA.
The revision will be:  “In addition, the Treasurer must 
provide the same for a yearly audit to be submitted to the 
Board of Directors for their approval.  A yearly audit is to 
be done by a CPA.”
Justification: Quarterly audits are not cost effective or 
required. 
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APRIL DERBY
By Rich Benson:

If April showers bring May flowers, then we’re in for a 
really colorful May.  Wind and rain were the norm for this 
past weekend of April 26-28-some anglers tried fishing the 
Detroit River while others opted to try areas in Lake St. 
Clair. A lot of people fishing the river reported lots of 17-19” 
fish.  

Joann Koch was fishing with her brother Richard in one 
of their honey holes in the lower river and she landed a 
nice 27 7/8” walleye that went 8.08 lbs to win first place 
in the master division. Following up behind her was Jeff 
VanTorre with a 5.23 pounder. Matt Orlando had a 4.9 lb 
fish for third place, followed by Richard Koch with 3.92 lbs. 
and in 5th was Josh Orzechowski with a 2.74 lb walleye. 

In the open division, we welcomed a few new members 
and they made quite the entry!  Evan Adler took first place 
with his 3.32 lb fish followed closely behind by Sarah 
Kowalski with a 3.17 pounder. Mike Demanski took 3rd 
with 2.69 lbs., barely edging out Nick Markowski’s 2.54 lb. 
and club president Tim Muir’s 2.46 lb. entry.

The kid’s division had two entries. With these two fishing 
with their dad in club events, I see a sibling rivalry heating 
up like that of the Koch’s! Makayla Markowski had a nice 
fish of 1.35 lbs that was beat by nearly twice the weight 
of her younger brother Hunter with his fish of 2.44 lbs.  
Thanks for bringing those kids out Nick. I know they have 
a great time with you on the boat.

A special thanks goes out to John and Beth Bacarella, 
owners of Sportsmen’s Direct, who hosted the LSCWA at 
the Jefferson and Metro Beach location.

MAY RAFFLE TABLE
May’s general membership meeting raffle table will 
feature quite a few items for fishing the lake, from 
fishing gear to safety items, there’s always a good mix 
available. I’ve increased the quality or prize value on the 
table lately, so if you notice that there might be fewer 
items it’s because they’re a bit pricier!

CURRENT ANGLER OF 
THE YEAR STANDINGS 

POST APRIL DERBY

• Joann Koch 5pts

• Jeff Vantorre 4 pts

• Matt Orlando 3pts

• Richard Koch 2 pts

• Evan Adler 1 pt
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TREE HOUSE 
BREAKFAST GET-
TOGETHER
By Dave Wilemski:
Apple Annie’s, on Gratiot, in Roseville, Wed April 24, 
2019, has always been one of our favorite eateries. Nine 
anglers showed up, broke bread, and shared stories. 
Waitress Ashley is an excellent server. She also took 
very good photos of our gang.
Raffle prizes were won by 3 individuals. Joann won a $5 
Lotto Ticket (pre scratched off), Francis won one George 
Washington, Curtis won a low - Cal candy bar. 
Talk ranged from buying a new house to April fishing 
Hot Spots to a very heated discussion centered around 
all the new (or very old) DNR fishing rules that the DNR 
is starting to enforce. Some of these cause hardships 
for anglers and could be way out of left field. This 
would be a very good topic to cover at a future General 
Membership meeting. Some of the laws discussed are 
stated below.  
For instance, “you are fishing in a boat with 3 others. You 
catch your limit, your next fish cannot go into live well, 
you must throw it back. Or: put your rods away. 
(or) …Two fishermen return to dock with 2- person limit. 
The Captain volunteers to clean, filet & freeze entire 

catch. He drives home alone with boat and all the fish; 
(other guy leaves in his vehicle, to his home with no 
fish). Captain could get busted.   
Our May “Get 2 gether” will be at “Rivercrest Family 
Dining, May 29th, Wednesday at 8:00 AM. 37531 Harper 
Ave, just North of 16 Mile Rd. on West Side of Harper. 
If you arrive at 8:30 you will have to pay for your own 
meal. If you arrive at 7:30 = no free meal. 
Editor note: For more information regarding DNR laws, 
please contact them directly.  They are always interested 
to hear what anglers have to say regarding changes.  

HAVE YOU TRIED 
SLIDERS? By Rich Benson
Recently a member asked me about sliders for walleye 
fishing. Some people might ask.  ‘who would bring a bag 
of greasy burgers out fishing?’ I assure you, that is not 
what we’re talking about. Hooking up a slider to your 
line is easy, once you know what you need. A slider is 
just leader and crawler harness added to your existing 
line that is already set out with a planer board. What you 
need to do is attach an Offshore planer board clip 10-20’ 
away from your planer board on the line going from your 
rod to the tip, thereby stopping it from traveling all the 
way out to your board. Next, bait the slider and attach 
it to the line, letting is out slowly and then releasing it to 
travel down the line to the stop.  
Set up this way, you are now fishing an extra bait, 
which is extremely handy in areas of rod restrictions 
like Canada. Using this method is very popular with 
tournament anglers as well, where allowed such as our 
own May Madness. Crawler harnesses are typically run 
on sliders as there is usually hook point restrictions in 
place where the use of sliders is legal as well. Keeping 
the slider clipped onto the main line is also required 
when the fish is hooked. You simply reel the line in up 
to the clip, then grab the slider and bring it in hand-line 
style to the boat. Shorter leads are best with a slightly 
heavier weight than your main line to help reduce 
tangles. 
If you would like to know more, see me at the raffle 
table this month. Tackle will be available for a short 
demonstration.
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LESSONS LEARNED FROM MICHIGAN WALLEYE 
TOUR DETROIT RIVER   By Rob Barnes
I personally believe that one of the fastest ways to learn to be a better angler is to surround yourself with great people and 
get out of your comfort zone.  For my personal angling journey- and it is just that a lifelong journey-  I decided that I wanted 
to fish tournaments to help grow in my abilities and knowledge of breaking down water.  The 2019 Michigan Walleye Tour 
Detroit River event was one of my first steps in this direction.  What made this event so special is that I was blessed to be 
able to fish it with family: my Dad and brother-in-law Calvin Doctor.  The purpose of this article is to share some tips to help 
anglers become more adaptable and resilient when difficulties come your way.  If you only get one thing from this article, just 
remember to never give up.
Our first day of practice was completely shot after discovering we had motor issues on the river.  We had to immediately 
limp back to the launch and trailer up to return home and attempt to resolve the problems.  Some of you may know this 
already, but days before the event my Dad just had finished moving his entire life into his new house.  He was tired and sore 
but never once did he give up.  Part of being a resilient person is knowing when to ask for help.  
My dad knew that he couldn’t tackle the motor issues by himself so he made a call to Bill Rose at Rose Marine Service in 
Algonac, MI.  Rose Marine Service has been a long time supporter of our club and my Dad has worked with the Rose family 
for years for all of his his marine needs.  My Dad explained the situation to Bill Rose- his staff dropped everything they could 
to help us.  Upon arrival to their location, within 30 minutes, the team at Rose had our problems resolved.  They truly went 
above and beyond to help us before the tournament and I will never forget their kindness to us and dedication the LSCWA.  
Billy Rose personally made sure all was well and wished us luck as we departed to head back home.
Our only day of practice was mentally draining.  A critical piece of developing a program was to spot check a number of 
areas of the lower Detroit river by using sidescan sonar.  The Ontario side of the river was chocolate milk, but we were able 
to locate an area that was stacked full of fish.  The problem was that we couldn’t get a single one to bite and didn’t even land 
a fish for practice!  In my opinion this was because they were hens and dumping eggs.  Discouraged, we went to the rules 
meeting but knew that we could develop a game plan if we didn’t give up.  We didn’t put a game plan together until minutes 
before we lined up for our flight to be sent off.
We went directly to the spot that we marked the most fish and they were still there.  We made 1 pass handlining and landed 
a 4lb hen that was dumping eggs which confirmed my suspicion.  Once at the top of the area where we marked fish during 
practice, we made a drift down vertical jigging in the muddy water- counter intuitive to our gut instincts.  It sure did pay off.  
All of our fish came vertical jigging both days of the event.  Calvin put together the program early by jigging “June Bug” split 
tail minnows which was perfect for muddy conditions.  He also jigged up the biggest fish in our boat for the event which 
was just shy of 9lbs.  At weigh in for day one, our basket was 25.71lbs which posotioned us at 5th place for day 1.  I cannot 
explain the emotions of the lows and highs I felt at this point- we went from thinking we were out of the game to sitting near 
the top.  
I am reminded of some wisdom a great angler I look up to once shared with me, “Keep your head down.  Focus on what 
you’re doing and don’t worry about the others.  Focus on your plan and keep grinding at your spot.”  Day two we put 
together a basket of 23.2 lbs for a two day total of 48.91 lbs which placed us at 9th out of 125 teams.  We couldn’t believe it.  
This event taught me about mental toughness, keeping an open mind, and 
being resilient to overcome challenges.  
My foundation for walleye fishing all came from the Lake St. Clair Walleye 
Association.  I encourage everyone reading this article to get connected 
with our great members and ask plenty of questions.  I would also like to 
thank the Saginaw Bay Walleye Club for putting on a great event and look 
forward to connecting more with their great members.  We are all on a life 
long fishing journey and can learn something new everytime we’re out on 
the water. 
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FISHING TACKLE – ARCHERY – PET FOOD 
BIRD SEED – LIVE BAIT

1426 Oakland Ave., St. Clair, MI 
Owners: Bill & Theresa Barrons 

810-329-2253

 ComfortZoneCharters.com
Lake St. Clair & Erie / Detroit & St. Clair River 

Captain Jerry• 586-482-0026
jercomfort@aol.com
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989-738-5600

Fax: 989-738-5820

P.O. Box 86
Port Austin, MI 48467

FISHING REPORT (586) 777-7008                    Email: info@lakesidefishingshop.com

10% Off
All Nets

10% Off
Premade 
Combos

20% Off
Sunglasses

10% Off
All Soft 
Plastics

GARY PATCHAK
32393 LAKEPOINT

CHESTERFIELD, MI 48047
586-725-1863
FAX 725-3148

WWW.PGACOLLISION.COM

Printing & Graphics 

Full Color Printing • Color Copies 
Brochures • Newsletters • Flyers

Booklets • Forms • Business Cards
Postcards • Graphic Design

Signs & Banners • Fast Service!

Celebrating 52 Years!

21541 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Phone 586.772.6067

Fax 586.774.2077
www.lithoprinting.com

Best Prices in Town • New Customer Discount

586-754-2940

2769 E. Nine Mile Rd.
Warren, MI 48091

Outboard
Specialist

Bill & Kandy
Ph: (586) 716-9600
Fax: (586) 716-4422

Certified
Sales & Service

7321 Dyke Rd.
Algonac, MI 48001

ROSE MARINE SERVICE, INC.

2511 Jefferson (Corner 10 Mile & Jefferson) 
(586) 777-7003 • Fax: (586) 777-1730

Hours: 
M-F 6-7:30  

Sat: 6-6 • Sun: 6-5

American • Canadian 
Walpole Licenses 

Available

LAKESIDE FISHING SHOP
“YOUR ONE STOP FISHING SHOP” 

Visit us online @ www.lakesidefishingshop.com

BEACON LIGHT
HOME INSPECTIONS

Illuminating Your Home Purchase
BBB rated A+

David A. Wilemski
Licensed Building Inspector

Licensed Builder for Over 30 Years
(586) 292-6143

daw.licbldr@gmail.com
www.beaconlighthomeinspections.com


